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 They help support schools, colleges and universities, at the same time improving access to 
education and attracting new residents to the community. 

 They serve to develop tourism by promoting arts and culture attractions and supporting the 
organization of various festivals, all of which stimulate the local economy.  

 They contribute to the establishment and maintenance of institutions such as cultural 
centres, community centres, health centres, French-language media as well as economic 
development projects.  

 
"French dollars" 
 
Anglophones in some communities are strongly in favour of developing the local francophone 
community. They have dubbed this economic activity "French dollars". 
 
They are aware that, although this funding is intended to support Francophones, it benefits the 
entire population. Every job created with "French dollars" invigorates the local economy by 
increasing sales of local products and services, house and lot sales, municipal tax bases, etc. 
 
Commerce and the French language 
 
The benefits derived from the presence of Francophones in a predominantly anglophone 
province or territory extend beyond local and regional boundaries.  
 
A strategic asset already at hand in Ontario 
 
At the international level, Europe and Africa represent two vast markets in which French is used 
extensively. 
 
It is imperative that Northwestern Ontario, like the rest of Canada, continue diversifying its 
markets. Developing trade with primarily French-speaking markets represents a huge challenge 
for most regions of the country. But Northwestern Ontario has an exceptional strategic and 
economic edge in this regard: its francophone minority population.  
 
Many countries recognize the strategic and economic advantages associated with being able to 
conduct business in French. The following example will probably come as a surprise to most 
people. In its November 6, 2010 edition, the "China Daily" reported that China will be increasing 
the number of Chinese students studying in France to 50,000 over the next five years. Why 
would China invest so much in French-language education if it didn't see a real economic gain in 
doing so? 
 
This is a strategic asset already at hand in Ontario, through its French-language schools. 
Clearly, funds invested in French-language schools work to the advantage of the entire 
province, not just Francophones.  
 
The French language: a powerful economic lever  
 
Sharing the same language makes it easier to understand a culture and cements business 
dealings.  
 
Most native-born Francophones in Ontario must be fluent in French and English. As a result, 
they can develop ties with French-speaking business communities in Canada and abroad, to 
their own benefit as well as to the benefit of their anglophone neighbours and business partners 
and their municipalities. 
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This makes the use of French in Northwestern Ontario a powerful economic lever for the entire 
region. 
 
French in Northwestern Ontario: an economic tool for the benefit of all 
 
In recent years, we have had the pleasure of working on several projects in Northern Ontario. 
We have seen first-hand the economic advantage that francophone communities represent for 
the entire population of Northwestern Ontario.  
 
Francophones in Northwestern Ontario are willing and able to help develop external markets in 
which their language will be an asset. 
 
Northwestern Ontario is a microcosm of Canadian society. There is a unique opportunity here to 
position French as an economic development tool that works to the advantage of the whole 
region.  
 
Adopting such an approach would serve the interests of the anglophone communities and First 
Nations as well as the Francophones themselves, because all of them play a unique role in the 
economy of the province and the country.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Northwestern Ontario is in an advantageous position. The region's Francophones are well 
organized. The actions undertaken by francophone institutions and organizations reinforce the 
francophone population in various sectors including education, health, community and economic 
development, culture, women, youth and seniors. 
 
In economic terms, the French language is a resource under-utilized by Anglophone neighbours.  
 
Raising the French community’s profile is a key strategy for expanding business relations 
between Northwestern Ontario and new national and international markets. The region's various 
cities, towns and districts will reap the benefits of "French dollars" flowing into their communities. 
They will also acquire a role in the francophone economic space in Canada and abroad, a role 
being actively pursued by other Canadian regions as well.  
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